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Who are we?
Respiratory Health Association has been a local public health leader 
since 1906. Today we address asthma, COPD, lung cancer, tobacco 
control and air quality with a comprehensive approach. 

Our mission is to prevent lung disease, promote clean air and help 
people live better through education, research, and policy change.

The Illinois Clean Jobs Coalition (ICJC) is made up of more than 200 
climate groups, healthcare professionals, environmental justice 
champions, businesses, community leaders, labor unions, consumer 
advocates, faith-based and student organizations.

The diverse coalition spent more than three years organizing and 
holding more than 100 “Listen. Lead. Share.” events to gather 
feedback and policy ideas from residents across Illinois. The work 
centered around a simple but urgent rallying cry: CEJA can’t wait.
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CEJA SECTION (BRIAN)
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Increased to $580m/year (2X+)
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EE reduces electric demand, lowers emissions, drives prices lower



Resphealth.org

Air Pollution Challenges:
Chicago Area:

• Greater metro area includes 16 counties and over 9.7 million 

people.

• Main freight rail hub of North America (rail to truck)

• Economy, transportation, and industry are massive

Air Pollution History?
• Has not met U.S. EPA ozone health standards since 1970’s

• In March-May of 2020, as pollution was going down in other

major cities, in the Chicago area “average daily soot 

concentrations recorded by the sensor [were] 29% higher than 

levels of pollution detected during the previous two months.”

• Regional air quality challenges still ozone and PM2.5

• USEPA gearing up to tighten both NAAQS over next two years
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Ozone and PM2.5
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Health Effects of Ozone/PM2.5?

• Difficult breathing

• Asthma attacks

• ER visits 

• Hospitalizations

• Heart attacks

• Premature deaths

• Lost days from work/school

• More medication

• More MD office visits
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Asthma in Illinois

A Snapshot of Illinois Asthma Data:

•  860,000 adults currently have asthma 

•  160,000 children currently have asthma

•  Over 7,500 hospitalizations with asthma as a    
primary diagnosis in 2019

•  64,000 emergency department visits with asthma           
as the primary diagnosis in 2019 

• 137 asthma deaths in 2018

BUT….
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Asthma in Chicago

• 204,000 adults

• Percentage of adults diagnosed with 
asthma?
• Black 13.9%
• White 8.4%

• Black children > 4x more likely to go 
to ER for asthma compared to white 
children

• Hispanic children 70% more likely to 
go to ER for asthma compared to 
white children

• Higher incomes associated with 
lower asthma prevalence.
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NRDC 2018 City of Chicago 2020

Superfund sites
Air toxics
Diesel PM
Haz waste facil.
Cancer risk
Ozone
Etc…. 
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Clean Air Task Force – Diesel Death (January 2022)
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Average Annual PM2.5: On Road Vehicles

Credit: Union of Concerned Scientists

Asian Americans, African 
American, and Latino residents 
of Illinois are exposed to higher 
than average levels of 
particulate matter pollution 
from cars, trucks, and buses.



Resphealth.org



Resphealth.org

KEY AGENCIES / POLICY VENUES

Illinois Environmental Protection Agency (IEPA)

• The Illinois Environmental Protection Agency is 
responsible for hiring an EV Coordinator, providing 
EV rebates, and a charging rebate.

Illinois Commerce Commission

• The Illinois Commerce Commission is responsible 
for conducting a stakeholder process for Beneficial 
Electrification plan development, producing a 
report, and reviewing and approving utility-filed 
Beneficial Electrification Plans.

CLIMATE AND EQUITABLE JOBS ACT
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KEY TIMELINES

CLIMATE AND EQUITABLE JOBS ACT

?

>$50m/year
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Bipartisan Infrastructure Bill (2021)
EV Charging ?  

$7.5b  (IDOT $149m so far)

School Buses?

$2.5b electric, 

$2.5b ‘possibly electric’

Transit Funding? 

$39b in funding 

Electric Grid Modernization?

$65b to upgrade/Improve
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VOLKSWAGEN!
2016 Court settlement 

$2.8 BILLION to states

Illinois still has $70m left from $109m

2021 NEW PLAN!!

No diesel, no natural gas, no propane

45% Electric Transit Buses

38% Electric School Buses

Up to 15% EV car chargers


